Medicare program; revisions to payment policies under the physician fee for schedule, other Part B payment policies, and establishment of the clinical psychologist fee schedule for calendar year 1998--HCFA. Proposed rule.
This proposed rule discusses several policy changes affecting Medicare Part B payment. The changes related to physician services, including resource-based practice expense relative value units and geographic practice cost index changes, clinical psychologist services, supervision of diagnostic tests, the methodology used to develop reasonable compensation equivalent limits, payment to participating and nonparticipating suppliers, global surgical services, caloric vestibular testing, clinical consultations, and payments based on actual charges. Under the law, we are required to develop a resource-based system for determining practice expense relative value units effective January 1, 1998. In addition, since we established the physician fee schedule on January 1, 1992, our experience indicates that some of our Part B payment policies need to be reconsidered. This proposed rule is intended to correct inequities in physician payment and solicits public comments on specific proposed policy changes.